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your praises quite in a tune I like. Her manner is much
unpinioned to what it was, though her person remains as
stately as ever; and powder is vastly preferable to those
brown hairs, of whose preservation she was so fond. I am
not so struck with the beauty of Lady Mary9 as I was three
years ago. Your nephew, Sir Horace, I see by the papers,
is come into Parliament10: I am glad of it. Is not he yet
arrived at Florence ?

Pray deliver my letter instead of sending it. I should
like to know her first sensations on reading it, before she
has time to determine how she will feel upon it.

1571.   To THE COUNTESS OF UPPEB OSSOBY.

Strawberry Hill, Oct. 27, 1774

DON'T be angry, dear lady! I did not mean any offence to
your conjugal zeal. I always knew you could fill any part
you please, and could carry a county election as easy as a
prize at a ball. When I compared you to the Duchess of
Charing Cross, as the newspapers call her, was it possible
you should think I saw any resemblance ? If you took it
for a sneer, she must have taken it for a compliment, which
I doubt she would not do. Your troubles, I hope, are over
and crowned with victory; mine are so, if you do not go to
Madrid.

I know nothing, for I will not know the only thing that
is to be known, elections. I am very ignorant who is chosen
for my Lord Orford's boroughs. As he is so perfectly in his
senses, I suppose he has brought in some men of quality or
great speakers, or that some minister has recommended to
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